MARY IMMACULATE PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL
PARENTS AND FRIENDS ASSOCIATION MEETING – TERM 2
HELD ON: TUESDAY 16th May 2017
Meeting Opened: 1905
1. Welcome: To all attending (See attached Attendance Sheet)
2. Opening prayer:

Mr Don Spencer

3. Apologies: Father Slawek, Mrs Kirstie Hayes

4. Acceptance of previous minutes: All accepted
5. Matters Arising from previous minutes: Nil
6. Parish Report

Nil

7. Principals Report

(attached)

8. Presidents Report

(attached)

9. Secretary’s report

Nil

10. Treasurers Report

(attached)

11. Subcommittee Reports:
a. Hospitality (Mrs Maria Manjon)
 All going well. Grandparent’s day was a success with lots
of volunteers available.
b. Fundraising (Mrs Nicole Leechburch and Mrs Hannah Crane)
 Easter fundraising and Mothers’ day stall both successful
fundraisers. The next event in the planning stage was for
the School Disco which is to be discussed further in
General Business following.
General Business
A. Mr Don Spencer thanked all present for attending this meeting and thanked
all volunteers for their assistance with the last fundraisers.
B. Mr Don Spencer advised that he had recently been to a Technology meeting
and with the rapid advances in technology, there is a possibility of introducing
“bring your own device”. This would need to be rolled out in stages,
commencing with one grade at a time. Mr Spencer advised that he is

continually liaising with other schools and also High Schools to ensure
compatibility of devices so that when children finish Year 6 they are still able
to use the same device when they commence Year 7. There is no date for
this role out as it is only in the infant stage of discussion.
C. Mr Don Spencer advised that he would request a motion be passed for the
purchase of IPads to be funded by the P & F at a cost of approximately
$20,000.00. He advised that the purchasing of lPads was a cheaper option
than purchasing laptops.
D. Mrs Hannah Crane advised that the Hodge Family had volunteered to provide
the Disco. Mr Corey Hodge and Mrs Kylie Hodge were present at the
meeting and advised that they would be able to set up their equipment in the
school hall and would ensure that the music was child friendly and age
appropriate. A disclaimer will be included in the invitation regarding strobe
lights and if there were any concerns this would be addressed prior to the
Disco.
E. Mrs Kerry Watson raised the issue of cars still using the parish access to drop
off children at the school and the dangers this presented to children and other
pedestrians around this area. Mr Don Spencer advised that this was an
ongoing concern with continual reminders being issued.
Mr Don Spencer also advised that he has had numerous conversations with
Council and RMS in relation to the children’s crossing. The RMS have
previously conducted a survey, however the numbers of pedestrians using
that crossing area was not deemed adequate to warrant a stop and go
person. Mr Don Spencer advised that flashing lights and flags were in place
at both entries to the school. Mr Don Spencer advised he would again put a
reminder in the school newsletter to families asking them to use these areas
appropriately and be mindful of speed limits and correct parking and drop off
zones.
F. Mr Don Spencer updated the meeting on the refurbishment and construction
works and advised that the slab was due to be laid this week, weather
permitting. The next stage would be to build a new administration block at the
entry of the school. There will be a fence constructed between the school hall
and church separating the two areas and restricting access to the school to
being via the administration area. Access to and from the church for children
would be available in the refurbishment.
G. Mr Don Spencer advised that the Parent Connect Morning tea on
Wednesday’s was going well and that anyone was welcome to attend.
H. Mrs Rebecca Whitburn reminded all present about the communication in
Week 3 newsletter regarding the letter on behalf of Bishop Peter Ingham
about National Families week, a Catholic Care Program running to 21 May
2017. This is the first year it is being celebrated in the Diocese of
Wollongong. The theme this year is Making Moments Matter. National
Families week encourages students and parents to reflect on our own
families, how we support each other in our personal growth and goals. As

spending quality time with family is becoming increasingly challenging,
Catholic Care has produced a variety of classroom and homebased activities
designed to help teachers and parents to encourage family connectedness.
The activities are available in an online kit or can be accessed via the
Catholic Care website.
I.

Mr Don Spencer advised that current Kindergarten teacher, Mrs Jamie
Mammone would be leaving in approximately Week 7 to commence Maternity
Leave. Mrs Tracey Christieson would step into this role. Mrs Tracey
Christieson had already returned and was currently filling in for teachers that
are away. Mr Spencer would send out communication to the Kindergarten
parents impacted by this.

J. Mrs Lillian Del Giudice spoke to all present about the reading intervention
programs that are currently being run at the school. Multi-Lit has developed
programs to help students with reading and literacy difficulties. The Mini-Lit
program that was run last year for years 1 and 2 had been a success and
would be continued so that there is consistency in teaching methods to help
students that need extra assistance.
Years 5 & 6 have worked on Word Attack successfully last year.
These programs are highly structured which has changed the way that Mrs
Del Giudice and the School Support Officers operate within these programs.
Mrs Del Giudice advised that they were happy and positive about the program
and progress so far.
Mrs Del Giudice advised that Year 6 were also buddies with younger children
that needed more reading practice. This is being done for approximately 15
minutes per day. Mrs Del Giudice advised that any parents with questions
are to please contact her.
K. Mrs Rebecca Whitburn advised that the Executive Committee would be
finalising a procedure for use of funds and reimbursements for items
purchased for various P & F events. The guidelines would be based on
amounts spent in previous years. A process and procedure would also be put
in place for correspondence sent out by any P & F committee and subcommittee members. This would include written notices and notices placed
on the P & F Facebook page. Once the Executive committee have finalised
these processes and procedures, a copy would be made available to all
committee and sub-committee members. This would also be retained to be
passed on to any new members elected in each year and is to be reviewed
annually or as and when is required.
L. Mrs Kerry Watson asked if a message could be sent out prior to meeting for
any items to be discussed at the General Meeting so that they could be
included in the Agenda prior to the General Meeting. This is to be done prior
to next meetings, starting from Term 3.
M. Mrs Nicole Leechburch asked about having Out Of School Hours care on the
school premises. Mr Don Spencer advised that this had previously been
discussed in General Meetings in 2016 but could not be considered until all
the refurbishments have been completed.

N. Mrs Rebecca Whitburn advised that due to the Spring Fair not being an
option this year because of the refurbishment, we would need to look at other
fundraising options. Mr Don Spencer mentioned the option of having a major
raffle to be drawn in Term 3. Families would be issued with a book of tickets
to sell. Ist and 2nd Prize would be cash and we could hopefully obtain
donations of numerous other prizes. The Fundraising committee could obtain
the contact for the production of the tickets from Mrs Simone Coulson and
also a list of companies that previously donated prizes from Mrs Kirstie
Hayes. A date for the draw is to be confirmed with consideration to be given
to perhaps having the raffle drawn at the movie night.
O. The P & F committee thanked Mrs Caroline Locke for her donation of the
Lucky door prize for tonight.
P. Mrs Rebecca Whitburn thanked everyone for attending the meeting.
Meeting Closed: 2035
Next P & F Association Meeting:

Term 3, Tuesday 22nd August 2017.

Thank you for your attendance at tonight’s meeting.

“CHRIST OUR WAY AND LIFE”
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Religious Life
 Our Opening School Mass was held on Thursday 18 February. School Leaders were
commissioned at this mass.
 Father Slawek has continued to celebrate the Parish Children’s Mass. These Masses
are held on the third Sunday of each month. The next children’s mass will be held on
this coming Sunday.
 Term 1 RE Lessons focused on Lent and Easter. Children celebrated Ash Wednesday.
 During Holy Week our Yr 6 and Yr 4 children led a liturgy where they reflected on
the main events of Holy week.
 During Lent parents were again invited to attend a weekly prayer and reflection. The
parents were very appreciative of the opportunity to meet together.
 A major celebration for the Term was the Grandparents Day Mass, which was held in
Catholic Schools Week. Special thanks to the hospitality committee for the fabulous
morning tea.
 Children participated in the St Patricks Day prayer.
 The children in Year 3 prepared for and received the sacrament of reconciliation.
Thank you to the Parish Sacramental team for their work. First Communion
preparation will commence this week.
 The staff of Mary Immaculate attended the Diocesan Education Mass during Catholic
Schools Week.
 Four Year 6 School Leaders and I attended the Diocesan Project Compassion launch
at Mary MacKillop Parish Oran Park.
 Children acknowledged our mothers during a Mother’s Day Liturgy last Friday
morning

Learning and teaching
 Kindergarten children completed the Best Start Assessment
 Music Bus has continued to be offered to students
 Year 6 participated in a Leadership Day, which was facilitated by Cameron Brown.
 Student Led Conferences were held during week 10 of Term 1.
 Kindergarten participated in a Cultural Day.
 Yr 5 have visited Rouse Hill House and Farm
 Staff have continued their own Professional learning. Dyslexia, Maths, spiritual
formation, oral language and technology. I am now communicating the various
Professional Learning the staff are undertaking in the newsletter each week. I will be
attending the Bi-annual NSW Catholic Principals Association Conference next week.
 This year one of our main focus will be incorporating Challenging Maths Tasks in
maths lessons.
 Three staff members have enrolled in the Lamplighters Spirituality course.





Assemblies for Yr 1, Yr 3, Yr 4, Yr 5 and Yr 6 have been held. All other classes will
have assembly’s this Term.
Children in Yrs 3 and 5 participated in NAPLAN last week.
Kindergarten are trialling the InitialLit program. A parent information session
regarding this program will be held on this Thursday afternoon.

Sport
 School Cricket Team participated in the Mark Taylor Shield Cricket Competition.
Unfortunately they were defeated by St Thomas More Ruse.
 The Annual Swimming Carnival was held on 12 February. Children enjoyed the day.
Special thanks to Mrs New and the many parents who assisted at the carnival.
 School swim team competed in the Western Region Carnival. Some excellent results.
 Children trialled for various Diocesan teams. E.g. Hockey, Rugby League, Soccer and
Netball. Hayden M has been chosen to represent Mackillop in Hockey.
 School Cross Country carnival was cancelled due to the weather.
 Diocesan Cross Country team competed at the Diocesan Cross Country. Paige A,
Monique J and Hayden M will compete at the Mackillop Cross Country
 We have again received funding in the School Sporting Schools program. Children in
Kinder, Yr 1 and Yr 2 are participating in lessons focusing on Athletic skills in
preparation for our Athletic Carnival next Term

Special Events







Parents had the opportunity to meet their child’s teacher earlier in the year. A
reminder that staff are happy to meet with parents. Please make appointments through
your child’s teacher or through the office.
Children enjoyed the opportunity to enter the Easter Raffle. The Easter Egg guessing
Competition was well received by the children.
Our School was represented at the ANZAC Day March and Wreath Laying Ceremony
at Mawson Park Campbelltown on ANZAC Day.
Welcome BBQ was cancelled due to the severe storms
The Movie night was postponed
Synthetic turf was installed.

Other
 Kindergarten 2018 interviews have begun.
 Building refurbishment is slowly making progress. Funding has been provided for the
building of a new administration building.
 Spring Fair for 2017 has been cancelled.
General Business Discussion
 Seasons for Growth
 Refurbishment
 Athon  Purchase of I-pads
 Staff news - Mrs Mammone maternity leave
 Children’s crossing
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PRESIDENTS REPORT

It has been an interesting and rewarding privilege to serve in the position of President at Mary
Immaculate Parish Primary School P&F Association so far this year. As a new kindy Mum it has
certainly given me a lot of insight into the wonderful community of our school. Thank you to my
fellow Executive team and other volunteers for your support and involvement over the past term as
well as Don and other Mary Immaculate staff. I have really enjoyed meeting new people and being
able to give back to the school by taking an active role in the school community.
Unfortunately due to the construction works being undertaken at the school the sad decision has had
to be made to cancel the Spring Fair. Thank you to May (from the church Parish) who had taken on
the role of Spring Fair Coordinator and had already begun to put her time and effort into the
organising. We hope with the completion of building works we are able to bring back the school fair
in 2018, bigger and better.
School events planned for term one unfortunately also had disruption due to significantly bad weather.
The cancellation of the Kindy welcome BBQ, movie night and cross country were disappointing but
the committee members are working towards rescheduling and replacing events where possible.
Communications regarding upcoming events and fundraisers will continue to be distributed.
Easter and Mothers day events were successful and there are plans underway for the upcoming events
such as school disco and trivia night. An ongoing thank you to the fundraising committee and other
volunteers at each of these events, without our wonderful volunteers it makes these events difficult to
implement.
Recently you would have seen in the school newsletter Don’s correspondence regarding ‘Families
Week - Making Moments Matter’. As a parents and friends committee we endorse the initiative which
came to us via the Diocese of Wollongong and is being implemented across the Diocese this week.
The link to families week brochure can be found through the skool bag app and can also be located on
the Diocese of Wollongong website http://www.catholiccare.dow.org.au.

Rebecca Whitburn
P& F President

PARENTS & FRIENDS ASSOCIATION
GENERAL ACCOUNT
May 2017 CASH REPORT
Opening Balance
Add:

$60,245.70
Receipts
Easter Fundraising
Mothers' Day Stall Fundraising
Movie night
Tuck shop account closed

$1,092.80
$3,728.00
$861.50
$26,850.00

Total Receipts:

Less:

Payments
Tax & Accounts

Movie Night
Hospitality - Kindy Welcome BBQ
Hospitality - Grandparents Day
Hospitality - Cross Country
School Grants
Bush Dance

$32,532.30
$92,778.00

$385.00

$740.50
$173.01
$1,455.23
$0.00
$19,695.45
$125.00

$25,197.57
$7,334.73
$46.07

Mothers Day
Total Expenses: Net Surplus - YTD
Add:

$2,623.38

Interest Received

Closing Balance (16/5/17)

Reconciliation to Bank Statement
Balance per Bank Statement
Add:
Outstanding Deposits
Nil

$46.07
$67,626.50

$67,626.50

Total Outstanding Deposits
Less:

Outstanding Invoices

$0.00
$67,626.50

Nil

Total Outstanding Invoices

$0.00
$67,626.50

